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A MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER/CEO

2021 Election & Annual Meeting
As a member-owned cooperative, 
you play a vital role in how Kootenai 
Electric Cooperative (KEC) operates. 
One of your opportunities as a 

member is to vote for our board of directors. Our 
board is made up of members like you who live in our 
neighborhoods and work to make the best decisions for 
our cooperative. 

Unfortunately, the coronavirus pandemic and social 
distancing have again created some challenges for 
KEC’s traditional annual meeting plans. To facilitate this 
meeting without requiring a quorum of 150 members to 
participate in person, we will be conducting our director 
election by mail and online. Please note: in-person voting 
will not be available at the Annual Meeting.

Director Elections 
Board of director districts 2, 5 and at-large are up for 
election in 2021. Learn more about the candidates on the 
other side of this page. For your convenience, you can 
vote in one of two ways: 
1. Online: Use a web browser on your smartphone, 

tablet or desktop to vote. Just enter the web address, 
user ID and password included on the enclosed paper 
ballot.  

2. By Mail: Use the enclosed paper ballot and postage-
paid return envelope.

If you plan to vote online, please do so by April 21, 2021. 
Mail-in ballots must be postmarked by April 21, 2021, to 
be counted. The results will be announced at the annual 
meeting and in our June newsletter. 

Election Prizes
Members who cast their votes online and have a KEC 
SmartHub account will be entered into a drawing for a 
$300 KEC bill credit. Visit www.kec.com to learn how you 
can register as a SmartHub user. Those voting by mail or 
online without a SmartHub account will be entered into a 
drawing for one of three $100 KEC bill credits.

Annual Meeting Details
When:     Monday, May 17, 2021
     Registration: 5:30-6 p.m.
     Meeting: 6-6:20 p.m.
Where:    Lake City Church
     6000 N Ramsey Rd, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815

The meeting will also be streamed live on Facebook, 
watch our Facebook page for details. 

State law requires KEC to hold an annual meeting. Since 
we do not know what the state of COVID-19 will be in 
May, we may need to limit the number of attendees. 
Because of this, we are implementing some changes 
to this year’s meeting to protect our members and 
employees from unnecessary risk. The meeting will be 
condensed to only what is required by KEC’s bylaws. 
Cooperative updates offered to members attending 
the annual meeting will instead be summarized in our 
written annual report and through other venues such 
as our newsletter. For the safety of our members and 
employees, please stay home if you are feeling sick or 
have flu-like symptoms.

I encourage you to take the time to vote. Should you 
have any questions about the candidates, please contact 
us at kec@kec.com or 208.765.1200. 

Sincerely, 
Doug Elliott 

Official Notice of the KEC Annual Meeting
The 83rd annual meeting of the members of Kootenai 
Electric Cooperative, Inc., will be held at 6 p.m., 
Monday, May 17, 2021, at Lake City Church at 6000 N 
Ramsey Rd., Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.

Pursuant to the bylaws of the cooperative, the meeting 
is called for the purpose of considering or acting upon 
the following:

1. Reports of officers and committees
2. Election of directors
3. Any other business that may be legally 

transacted
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District 2: Jim Robbins, Post Falls
KEC Member: 19 Years 

I’m seeking 
re-election 
onto the Board 
of Directors 
representing 
District 2. I have 
a B.S. degree in 
Civil Engineering 
from California 
Polytechnic 
University and 

was hired by Pacific Gas Transmission 
(PGT) to work in Idaho, Washington 
and Oregon in 1968. Most of my 34-year 
career with PGT was in Spokane where 
I served in many roles, but the last 20 
years I was the director of operations. 
PGT is the largest natural gas pipeline 
in America and runs from Canada to 
California through Idaho, Washington and 
Oregon. As director of operations, I was 
responsible for the daily operation, gas 
accounting, contract administration, and 
scheduling. In addition, I bought and sold 
millions of dollars worth of natural gas 
for PGT on the open market. I managed 
departmental budgets, personnel and 
dealt with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) on open access and 
rate case matters. I have testified with 
FERC in Washington D.C. and with the 
Idaho Public Utilities Commission.

I bring this unique experience of 
operating in a FERC open access market 
environment to KEC. Whether dealing in 
natural gas or electricity, the concept of 
acquiring energy supply and transporting 
it in a regulatory setting is the same. 
Much of KEC’s electric supply is acquired 
from the Bonneville Power Administration, 
but as demand grows so will the need 
to participate in the open market for 
electricity and transmission in 2021 and 
beyond. Non-traditional electric resources 
such as the Fighting Creek landfill gas 
project, wind, solar, biomass and fuel cell 
technology will need to be considered as 
future sources of electric supply.

In addition to my work on the KEC board, 
I represent KEC on the Idaho Consumer-
Owned Utilities Association (ICUA) board 
in Boise. This organization monitors and 
represents public power interest in Idaho, 
the northwest and in national affairs such 
as fish and wildlife costs, the Columbia 
River Treaty and northwest electric power 
reliability. I am the current board president 
of the ICUA. Thank you for allowing me to 
represent district 2.

District 5: Bill Swick, Worley
KEC Member: 18 Years

I have proudly 
served as a KEC 
director since 
2009, the last 
eight years as 
board chair. I 
work hard to 
fairly represent 
all of KEC’s 
members and to 
ensure we safely 

deliver to our members reliable electric 
service at competitive rates and with 
exceptional service. I also represent KEC 
and other Idaho utilities as a trustee for 
the Northwest Public Power Association, 
an organization that provides workforce 
training and advocacy for public 
power companies in the Northwest. I 
believe my organizational, analytical, 
and communication skills are valuable 
in helping KEC and the public power 
community to improve their operations 
and plan for the future.

Before retiring from my professional 
career, I had over 30 years of 
management experience leading 
investigations of nonprofit, business 
and government programs. My work 
led to hundreds of recommendations 
to improve operations over a wide 
range of management challenges. I also 
developed a good working knowledge of 
the Northwest electric power industry, 
including operations of the Bonneville 
Power Administration, the Northwest 
Power and Conservation Council and 
the complex and sometimes conflicting 
challenges of producing electricity, 
supporting economic development and 
protecting the environment. 

I earned undergraduate and MBA degrees 
in business from Washington State 
University and Oregon State University, 
respectively. I am a life-long resident of 
the Pacific Northwest and have owned a 
home in Kootenai County since 2003. I am 
asking for your vote and the opportunity 

to continue serving our members and our 
community on the KEC board of directors.

At-Large: Crystal Musselman, Hauser
KEC Member: 22 Years

I have 37 years of 
experience in the 
energy industry, 
with the last 
20 being in the 
electric industry. 
Currently, I am 
the President and 
CEO of Proven 
Compliance 
Solutions, Inc. 

(PCS), a NERC compliance consulting 
firm, specializing in assisting companies 
in the area of electric reliability. I have 
worked with hundreds of utilities across 
the U.S. and Canada that own and 
operate transmission, generation, solar, 
wind and hydro facilities. Previously, 
I worked for Avista Corporation for 12 
years in several capacities including 
compliance, regulatory, energy trading 
support, risk and contracts.

My experience includes working with 
FERC, the North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation (NERC), and 
the Western Electricity Coordinating 
Council (WECC) on numerous projects 
over my career. I have the ability to 
bring people together to address and 
solve industry issues. I was one of 
the founding members and the first 
chair of the Western Interconnection 
Compliance Forum (WICF). Over 1,300 
industry professionals participate in 
WICF, which provides entities within the 
Western Interconnection a venue to share 
knowledge and lessons learned regarding 
compliance matters, and to collectively 
develop best practices.

I hold a BBA in Organizational Behavior 
and Management from the University 
of Houston, a Master of Organizational 
Leadership from Gonzaga University, 
a Master of Business Administration 
from Webster University, and a Master 
of Engineering and Technology 
Management from Washington State 
University. I also hold a Credentialed 
Cooperative Director Certificate.

My education and work experience will 
benefit KEC in meeting the area growth, 
the constant regulatory challenges, and in 
working to keep the cooperative safe and 
reliable, while providing low-cost power 
to its members.

DIRECTOR CANDIDATE BIOS  
Director districts 2, 5 and at-large 
are up for election this year. All 
candidates are incumbents and have 
been nominated by the Nominating 
Committee. The election is being 
conducted online and by mail to 
facilitate a quorum for the annual 
meeting due to COVID-19.


